THE PSYCHO-ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN

is not very sharply drawn, especially during the latency period. The
neurotic child may be good at school. The normal child is not always
eager to learn, since he often seeks to disprove his anxiety-situations
in other ways, for example, by displaying physical prowess. In the
latency period the normal girl will often master her anxiety in pre-
eminently masculine ways, and the boy can still be described as
normal even though he chooses more passive and feminine modes of
behaviour for the same purpose.

Freud has brought to our notice the typical ceremonials which set
in in the latency period and which are a result of the child's struggle
against masturbation.1 He says that this period 'is characterized by
. .. the erection of ethical and aesthetic barriers in the ego5. Owing to
'the reaction-formations in the ego of the obsessional neurotic, which
we recognize as exaggerations of normal character-formation',2 the
line of demarcation between obsessional reactions and the char-
acterological development of the normal child, fostered as it is by his
educational environment, is not easily fixed in children in the latency
period.

It will be remembered that I have put forward the view that the
situation from which the obsessional neurosis originates lies in early
childhood. But I have said that in this period of development, only
isolated obsessional traits crop up. They do not in general become
organized so as to form an obsessional neurosis until the latency
period sets in. This systematization of obsessional traits, which goes
along with a consolidation of the super-ego3 and a strengthening of
the ego, is achieved by the super-ego and ego4 establishing a com-
mon aim. This common aim forms the keystone of their power over
the id. And although the suppression of the child's instincts demanded
by his objects is carried out with the assistance of his obsessional
mechanisms, it will not be successful unless all the factors involved
are acting in concert against the id. In this comprehensive process of
organization, the ego manifests what Freud has called "the tendency
of the ego to synthesize'.5

Thus in the latency period the obsessional neurosis is adequate to

1 Cf. Inhibitions, Symptoms and Anxiety (1926) (S.E. 20, p. 116).

2 Ibid., pp. 114 and 115.

3 In this process the child's various identifications become more integrated,
the demands made by its super-ego more unified and its internalized objects
better adjusted to the external situation. Cf. also my paper, 'Personification
in the Play of Children* (1929, Writings, i).

4 In Inhibitions, Symptoms and Anxiety (1926) (S.E. 20,, p. 113) Freud says
that in obsessional neurosis ethe ego and the super-ego have a specially large
share in the formation of the symptoms'.

5 Ibid., p. 112.
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